4.0 “Water Has Many Uses” Mini-Unit
GRADES k-5

Visit us at www.water.org

“Water Has Many Uses” Family Questionnaire
Together with your family, list as many uses for water as you can. Does your family use water differently in
summer and winter months? Next, decide on your family’s top 7 uses and list below.
The ways our family uses water:

“My Family’s Top 7 Uses of Water” (In order of importance to us)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
Talk with your family about people who live in developing countries who may not have toilets, washing machines, dishwashers or any running water in their homes. Do you think people without running water use
water differently than your family? How?

Pretend with your family that beginning tomorrow you will no longer have running water in your home.
Your family will only be able to get water from a well that is located two miles from your home. You have to
walk to and from the well to collect your water. Plan how your family will work together to bring the needed
amount of water to your home. Assign a role to each member of the family. (Things to consider: You will
need 15 gallons of water. What container size will you use? How much will the containers weigh? Do you
have younger siblings? Is everyone in the family capable of making the trip?)
Family Member:					

Role/Duties:

Family Member:					

Role/Duties:

Family Member:					

Role/Duties:

Family Member:					

Role/Duties:

Family Member:					

Role/Duties:
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“Water Has Many Uses” Collage Instructions
A collage is made from images or objects that are glued or attached in some other way. The word “collage”
comes from the French word, coller, which means to stick.
Materials needed:
paper, cardboard or poster-board, magazines, glue sticks or bottles of glue, and scissors.
Pre-activity:
Have students complete the “Water Has Many Uses” Family Questionnaire the night before the collage activity. Have students brainstorm uses for water in class as a warm-up activity.
Prompt:
Create a collage or collection of pictures and images that show the many ways people use water (or a collage of things that need water to live). Tell students that finding the right pictures for their collage is like
going on a treasure hunt!
Post-activity:
Allow students the opportunity to explain the images they selected for their collages.
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People all over the world use water in many different ways. What is your favorite use
for water? Draw a picture of yourself enjoying water.

Now, trace the word water.
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A Drop of Water: Writing Activity
1. On the first line write one reason
why water is important.
2. On the second line write down three
adjectives to describe water.
3. On the third line use water in a
sentence.

1.
2.
3.
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Global Awareness Fact Sheet
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Sources: (http://www.amnh.org) (http://water.org) (http://news.nationalgeographic.com)
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